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A

Write short essays in English on three of the following:
1

Discuss the theme of reverence towards elders in the Mahbhrata.

2

How is the Self portrayed in the Upaniads?

3

Does the Bhagavad Gt teach non-violence?

4

How do the divine and human realms interact in the Rmyaa?

5

What kind of world picture is evoked by the Laws of Manu?

6

Which passages from Sanskrit literature have you found most memorable,
and why?

7

Would it be right to say that Buddhism is more of a philosophy than a religion?

8

Discuss the topic of evil in the Sanskrit literature you have read.
[Each essay carries 12 marks.]
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B
Either (i)

Pinian Grammar

Answer one of the ﬁrst three questions and four from questions 4 – 10.

Essay questions [10 marks each]:

1 Give a brief account of the commentaries on the Pini stras by Patañjali and
Bhaoji Dkita. Consider the different functions of these commentaries within the
Pini tradition.
2 What aspects of Pini’s system might lend themselves well to use in computer
programming?
3 Broadly summarise the main differences between the grammatical structure of
modern English and that of classical Sanskrit.

Technical questions [6 marks each]:
4 Of what sounds are the following pratyhras the names? Where possible give the
answers in collective terms rather than as a list of individual sounds.
(i) khar (ii) ac (iii) jha
5 Explain the stras ‘tasya lopa’ and ‘ade gua’, stating to which class of stras
each belongs.
6 Give the three stras explaining guru and laghu with their translations.
7 Give the stages of sandhi change, and the stras governing each of these changes,
for the following pairs of words:
(i) abhavat mm, (ii) rma asti.
8 Explain the following terms, giving in each case the stra deﬁning it:
(i) anunsika, (ii) vddhi, (iii) kart.
9 Give the meaning of the following terms when found in a Pini stra:
(i) c, (ii) t, (iii) li.
10 Give the 21 nmavibhakti endings, including their ‘it’ letters.
[Total: 34 marks]

[Turn over
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or

(ii)

Higher Level Prose Composition

Translate into Sanskrit using the devangar script and observing the rules of sandhi:
Saubhari, the old sage, went to king Mndht and asked to marry one
of his daughters. The king, shocked, but fearing that the sage would
curse him if forbidden, said that it was the custom in his family that
husbands were chosen by daughters. Saubhari replied ‘I shall then
meet your daughters. If I am chosen by one, I shall marry her.’
The sage was taken to the inner apartments of the palace. Having
entered, he assumed, by magic, an exceedingly handsome form.
It was announced to the daughters ‘This is the pious sage Saubhari.
Whichever daughter wishes to marry him may do so.’ The princesses
were full of love and desire, and all wished to have the sage as their
husband. So they all became his wives, and lived happily.
Mahbhrata (adapted)

The following suggestions may, but need not, be used:
asks
shocked
forbidden
custom

ycati
pramathita (mfn)
pratiiddha (mfn)
rti (f)

chosen
inner apartments
announced

vta (mfn)
antapura (n)
nivedita (mfn)

[34 marks]
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