
Thursday, 10 May 2007

Sanskrit  –  Higher Level

Paper 1
Time:  1 hour and 30 minutes

Instructions to Candidates                                                              __________________________________________________________________________

Answer ALL questions.

Write your answers in the Answer Book provided.  

Information for Candidates                                                              __________________________________________________________________________

In Sanskrit passages, underlined words are glossed.

The marks for the various parts of questions are shown in round brackets:  e.g. (2).

You are reminded of the importance of accurate spelling, punctuation, grammar and orderly
presentation in your answers.  A total of two marks will be awarded for correct spelling of
Sanskrit words in transliteration and Devanaagari.

This paper has three questions.  All blank pages are indicated.
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Answer all THREE Questions.

Passage for Comprehension

1. Read through the following passage carefully.  Do not write out a translation, but answer
the subsequent questions.  Your answers should be in English, and Sanskrit names should 
be given in transliteration.

A plan is hatched to kill an elephant.

a^St b/˜|rˆyg kpRUritlko n|m gj;«  t, dÅÇ| 
svR d zÅg|l|iÛNtyiNt Sm –– yƒy, kín|Pyup|ygn
im/ytg td|Sm|kmhtfl eh fn|n, ∫ivWyit« t]Gkín 
vÅfizÅg|líno≈m\ –– my| buifibl|dSy mr~, s|∂–

5 iytVym\« anNtr, s kpRUritlksmIp, gTvov|c
–– dfv ∫vtg nm|im«  gj; fTyvdt\ –– kSTvm\« 
kSm|Tk|r~|d|gt;«  soåvdt\ –– zÅg|loåhm\« 
sv DRvRnv|isi∫; pzui∫imRilTv| ∫vTsmIp, fS†|Ipt;« 
yto ivn| r|D| jIivtu, n yu≈, tto vnr|Jygåi∫–

10 wf≈ n, ∫v|NsvRSv|imgu~opfto inÂIpt;»
(adapted from the Hitopadeéa of NáráyaÃa )

buddhi  (f) intellect yukta  (mfn) right, suitable

sádhayitavya (mfn) should be accomplished abhiêektum to be consecrated

-vásin (mfn) living in -upeta (mfn) possessing

paéu  (m) animal nirúpita  (m) appointed

prasthápita  (mfn) sent

2



(a) Where did the elephant live?   (line 1) (1)

(b) What was the name of the elephant?   (line 1) (1)

(c) Translate ‘asmákam etaddehenánnam bhaviêyati’.   (line 3) (6)

(d) How does the old jackal greet the elephant?   (line 6) (3)

(e) Which two questions does the elephant ask the old jackal?  (lines 6 and 7) (4)

(f) Who, according to the old jackal, had sent him to the elephant?   (line 8) (3)

(g) Translate ‘bhaván sarvasvámiguÃopeto nirúpitaä’. (line 10) (7)

(25 marks)

___________________________________________________________________________
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2. Translate the following into English, giving Sanskrit names in transliteration.

Kandarpaketu tells of his fantastical maritime romance.

ah, ∫UimpSy jImUtkíto; pu]; kNdpRkítun|Rm« 
ékd| my| vi~õ\mu˚|Cîüt, smuêmÎyh lXmIIrv 
kNy| dÅZyt îit«  ttoåh, vi~õ\nOk|m|®Á 
t] gt;«  anNtr, t] gTv|∂RmGn| y†Hv s| 

5 dÅ∑|«  ttSt%ü~|Ã∑fn my| t|, fit ∆Mpo
Ãt;«  anNtr, suv~Rngrm|gMy suv~Rr|jgÅhf
s| my| dÅ∑|«  ty|Pyh, dUr|dfv dÅÇ| s,∫|iwt;
–– ah, rTnm{jrI n|m«  y; suv~Rngrm|gMy
Svn g] f~ tTpZyit s év m|, pIr~ eWytIit» 

(adapted from the Hitopadeéa of NáráyaÃa )

vaÃij  (m) merchant jhampa  (m) jump

ardhamagna (mfn) half submerged sambháêita  (mfn) addressed

ákàêŒa  (mfn) attracted pariÃayati marries

(30 marks)
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THERE ARE NO

QUESTIONS ON THIS PAGE.

GO ON TO PAGE 6

FOR QUESTION 3.
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VERSE SET TEXT – THE STORY OF NALA AND DAMAYANTì 

Passage for Comprehension

3. Read through the following passage carefully.  Do not write out a translation but answer
the subsequent questions.  Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in 
transliteration.

Damayantî’s beauty is described.

dmyNtI tu Âpe~ tgjs| yzs| iÍy|«

sO∫|Gygn c lokíwu yz; f|p sumÎym|»

a† t|, vyis f|Ptg d|sIn|, sml,Ãtm\«

zt, zt, s˚In|, c pyRup|sc\ çcIm\ îv»

5 t] Sm r|jt g ∫HmI sv|R∫r~∫Uiwt|«

s˚ImÎygånvƒ|‹I ivƒut\ sOd|mnI y†|»

atIv Âps,pn| ÍIr\ îv|ytlocn|« 

n dfvfwu n yxgwu t|dÅg\ ÂpvtI w ict\»

m|nuwgWv\ aip c|Nygwu dÅ∑pUv|R† v| Íut|«

10 ic.fm|i†nI b|l| dfv|n|m\ aip suNdrI»
(from the Story of Nala, Mahábhárata )

6



(a) Lines 1 and 2 list five ways that Damayantî attained honour in the worlds.
Name three of these. (3)

(b) Translate ‘dásînáâ samalaåkàtam éatam’  (lines 3 and 4) (3)

(c) Who is çacî?  (line 4) (2)

(d) Translate ‘tatra sma rájate bhaimî sarvábharaÃabhúêitá’. (line 5) (7)

(e) Translate ‘anavadyáågî’ (line 6) and say what type of compound this is. (3)

(f) With what is Damayantî compared in line 6? (1)

(g) Name in English the three types of beings among whom such a beauty 
was neither heard of nor seen before.  (lines 8 and 9) (3)

(h) Translate ‘cittapramáthinî bálá’.  (line 10) (3)

(25 marks)

_____________________________________________________________________________

END
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